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Sainted

Phalen Park is pretty quiet in
November, but it was a bustling
place in the warmmonths.
I was at the park many times each
week and never witnessed troubling
behavior.
The picnic grounds were used by
many non-profit and ethnic organi-
zations, and for family picnics,
church services, graduation and
wedding celebrations, youth volley-
ball games, and concerts.
People swam, kayaked, fished and
sailed on the lake.
Walkers, bikers, joggers, people
with dogs and baby strollers used
the paved paths.
Sainted to all who used the park in
ways that made our pretty, urban
park a pleasant and safe place.
An additional Sainted to the park
staff who planned and carried out
the shoreline restoration and to the
staff who worked to keep the park
clean and well maintained.

Adele Greenlee, St. Paul

Tainted

Tainted: the older gentleman with
the thick glasses and the receding
hairline who violated the most basic

theater etiquette by
constantly viewing his
phone during the after-
noon matinee of “Suf-
fragette” atAMCSouth-

dale on Monday, Nov. 16. You may
not have had the sound on, but flash-
ing your screen and texting in the
dark theater is extremely annoying
to those of us who are actually
watching the movie.
If you cannot bear to be without
your phone for a mere two hours,
then please stay at home and watch
On Demand.

Cassandra Faulkner, Eagan

Sainted

Sainted: my trick-or-treat neigh-
borhood children, who behaved so
well on Halloween. I set out a bowl
of candy on my front steps with a
sign “Happy Halloween — Help
Yourself” and my porch light on. I

was called away and could not hand
out the treats.
That night, upon returning home:
The bowl was there, with ample
candy left. Only 10 bars were taken
— which is the usual amount I hand
out.
I have been telling this story —
and, to everyone’s surprise, the end-
ing. I’m proud of the children in my
neighborhood!

Carole Lynne, Maplewood

Sainted

Sainted: Learn to Learn (Center
for Dyslexia) in St. Paul.
Last March I met with Jane, who is
the owner, because my 6-year-old
was struggling to read. Soon after
this meeting, she was diagnosed

with dyslexia. I initially
heard about Learn to
Learn from my child’s
school, and what a
blessing it has been!

SinceMarch, my daughter hasmade
such amazing progress in reading,
all because of the expert tutoring
from Learn to Learn. I couldn’t be
more pleased at how things are
going.
First she saw Wendy and is now
working one-on-one with Connie.
These ladies are so patient and kind,
not to mention experts in teaching
children with dyslexia. Jane has met
with my child’s teacher and has
been a remarkable advocate for my
child. When it comes to dyslexia,
Jane is my expert resource who is
always there to help.

I am forever grateful to Learn to
Learn and to Wendy, Connie and
Jane, whom my daughter just
adores! Seeing her confidence sky-
rocket and the joy in her face when
working with Connie makes the ini-
tial struggles all worth it! Connie is
one of the sweetest teachers I have
ever met. She is just outstanding.
I encourage anyone who has a
child struggling with reading to call
Learn to Learn. It will be one of the
best decisions you will make for
your child!

Denise Koontz, White Bear Lake

Sainted

I recently had the pleasure to visit
your beautiful city and your newHy-
Vee Store on 10th Street in Oakdale.
Wow! We have Hy-Vee stores here
in Kansas City but nothing com-
pares to the Hy-Vee in Oakdale. The
floral section was outstanding.
There was a fine-dining section and
a deli giving out free samples of sir-
loin! Bill in the seafood department
was so knowledgeable and gave me
some great ideas for new and differ-
ent salmon recipes. As I strolled
through the store, I noticed that you
also have a minute clinic where I
could get my flu shot.
Although the storewas really busy,
I was able to check out quickly. I
thought the employees were very
friendly and helpful. You Minneso-
tans really impressed this Kansas
City girl! I hope we have a Hy-Vee as
beautiful as yours real soon.

Melissa Lynch, Overland Park, Kansas

Sainted & Sainted

Sainted: Stephen M. Aguirre of
North St. Paul, who brought to atten-
tion the “minefield” we were driving
on White Bear Avenue in Maple-
wood (Sainted & Tainted, Nov. 14).
Then, Sainted to the paving crew
who worked on the problem by Sat-
urday afternoon! The road is getting
better, and safer, as it gets fixed for
safe driving. A great response.

Ellen Jansen, Maplewood

Sainted

Thank you to the young woman
who took the time to drive to our
home the morning of Nov. 8 in order
to return my son’s wallet. It had fall-
en out of his pocket the evening
before while he was spending time
with friends in Roseville’s Central
Park. His wallet contained gift cards
and cash received from his recent
birthday, and everything was intact
when it was returned.
My daughter was home and
thanked her repeatedly; however,
she didn’t think to get her name. My
hope is that she reads this and
knows how much her honesty and
integrity are appreciated. My regret
is that I was not home at the time, as
I would have offered her something
for her honesty and effort.

Bev Blixt, Maplewood

Sainted

Thank you to the kind person who
mailed my son’s wallet to him. My
teenage son lost his wallet after vis-
iting a friend at Children’s Hospital
in St. Paul. He retraced his steps and
made a few inquiries, butwas unable
to locate his wallet. A kind person
took the time to package, address,
and mail his wallet back to him. You
savedmyson thehassle and expense
of replacing his driver’s license,
school ID, etc.
You taught my son the importance
of helping others, and I believe that
he will pay your kindness forward!
Thank you!

Katie Schultz, Mendota Heights

Sainted

Sainted to my heroes after I fell
Aug. 2: Maplewood paramedics
Steve and Charlie; residentmanager
Mike at Park View Court, and my
friend Dan; to the entire staff at
Cerenity, White Bear Lake, includ-
ing therapists Dawn, Patti and spe-
cial aide Melissa; and home-care
therapists Bonnie, Marilyn and aide
Brenda. Without your help, I
wouldn’t be where I am today. To
my daughter Lisa, sons Scott and

Craig, granddaughter Sarah, and
many friends, thank you for your
continuous love and support.
Consider yourself Sainted.

Dee Quick, St. Paul

Sainted & Sainted

We’d like to send a huge Sainted to
the Inver Grove Heights Veterans
Memorial Community Center for a
wonderful Veterans Day celebra-
tion/program and breakfast. Guest
speakers U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar,
WCCO’s Frank Vascellaro and the
34th InfantryDivision RedBull Band
made it extra-special.
Another huge Sainted to Cory
Buettner, owner of Leo’s Malt Shop
in Stillwater. Many restaurants in
the Twin Cities offered free meals to
the veterans, but Cory greeted each
veteran at the front door with a
genuine thank you and grateful
handshake. Thank you, Cory, for the
delicious burger and malt!

Larry & Sue Lick, Inver Grove Heights
Tom & Cathy Lawrence, Inver Grove

Heights

Sainted & Sainted

Many thanks to Russ Bertsch, who
discovered that I had a low-filled tire

in the St. Odilia parking
lot. Russ discovered that
I had a nail in the tire,
causing a slow leakage of

air. Russ and Mark, a manager there,
filled the tire and gave me instruc-
tions to take it to the nearest filling
station to get the nail removed and
tire plugged. Nice to have good
friends.
Also, a Saint shout-out to Dorothy
Jaeger for picking up the tab for
Sunday-morning breakfast for six
widows. We dined at Tria Restau-
rant. We make it a habit to go to dif-
ferent eating places every Sunday
after 9 a.m. Mass.

Janet Kuhl, Arden Hills

Sainted

I have a Sainted item I have want-
ed to send all fall!
I live in Cottage Grove and work in
St. Paul, so I travel north on U.S. 61 a
lot. Someone has a family of pink
flamingo garden decorations
(between 70th and 80th Streets), and
they are in different arrangements
from time to time. When I first
noticed them, they were in a line.
Then all but one circled a tree, look-
ing up at the one in the tree. Now
they are all perched on trees.
I want to Saint that family. Itmakes
me smile every morning on my way
to work. Thanks!

Kristine Blomgren, Cottage Grove
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What does it take tomake an urban park ‘a pleasant and safe place’?

Share good times and bad times
with other Pioneer Press readers
by submitting a “Sainted &
Tainted” for publication. Items
150 words or fewer preferred.
The Pioneer Press reserves the
right to edit all entries.

E-mail: letters@
pioneerpress.
com; please
include “Sainted
& Tainted” in the
subject line.

Regular mail:
Sainted & Tainted
Pioneer Press
345 Cedar St.
St. Paul, MN
55101

For verification,
please provide
your full name,
daytime phone
number, street
address and city
of residence.

Anonymous
items will not be
considered for
publication.

SUBMIT AN ITEM TO SAINTED AND TAINTED

A gratifying call to duty
I can’t say I was looking forward to jury duty.
The staff in Room 30 in the lower level of the Ramsey County Court-
house were very patient and respectful to all who were late, had no
paperwork or were just confused. They did a great job of managing that
crowd of 120 citizens.
Judge Castro took the time to explain to his jurors why the criminal
case was being dismissed. A thank you to him for taking the time.
The entire experience turned out to be positive.

Pat Selbitschka, St. Paul
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